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Myles O’Dwyer: Pipe Guru
By JAMES FLORENCE, Staﬀ Writer Diamond Certified Program

t might come as a surprise to learn that Myles
O’Dwyer’s turn as president of a plumbing service
company was preceded by an extensive career in
commercial finance. On the other hand, it explains a lot
about the thriving success of his business. As Myles
tells it, his newfound venture came as the result of a
failed business merger. “I was in the process of
negotiating a merger between a plumbing parts supplier
and a service company, with a plan to combine them
into a national franchise. When the parts supplier
backed out, I went to work for the service company
with an aim to improve its financial performance.”
Benefitting from his business acumen, Pipe Spy
expanded its operations to Marin in 2007, where Myles
continues to run things today.

I

Originally from the Bay Area, Myles’ career in
finance took him all over the United States, from
Chicago to Connecticut
to Los Angeles, before an
“One of the things I’ve
opportunity arose for him
always wanted to do is to return to his native
environment. Having
get my PhD, so I’ll
spent several winters on
probably do that after
the East Coast, Myles
I retire.”
attests to a renewed
appreciation for the
temperate North Bay climate. “We still have our
seasons, but it’s nothing like back east,” he affirms.
“When I lived in Connecticut, the trees would lose all
their leaves and just look like dead sticks for five
months. It was depressing.”
While his career keeps him busy, Myles finds time
to enjoy a variety of hobbies outside of work, from
weekly basketball games to renovating classic cars and
motorcycles, including his father’s 1934 Ford pickup.
He also likes to keep up with his four daughters, all of
whom are variously situated along the West Coast. “My

(Clockwise from top) Myles O’Dwyer is president of Pipe Spy
Marin, Inc.; Myles at the oﬃce; Myles co-founded Pipe Spy, Inc.’s
Marin annex in 2007.

oldest daughter is a kindergarten teacher in Seattle,
Washington, my second-oldest is a chef in San
Francisco, and I have a set of twins who are in college,”
he proudly says. Myles also enjoys going out to support
the football team of his Berkeley alma mater, the
Cal Bears.
When asked what his future retirement might look
like, the ever-ambitious Myles intimates that it’ll likely
be the start of another enterprise altogether. “One of the
things I’ve always wanted to do is get my PhD, so I’ll
probably do that after I retire,” he says. “I haven’t
decided whether to focus on business ethics or political
science—I guess I’ll cross that bridge when I come
to it!”
Read more of Myles O’Dwyer’s expert contributions
and watch his expert video at www.dccert.org/
mylesodwyer.
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